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Times Question 5: This question is one that deals with public safety, a council designated 
priority that uses more than half of the General Fund Budget each year. The question is 
simple: Is it time to contemplate public safety options?  
 
We appreciate and rely on our first responders. Yes, options should be on the table, not only 
regarding the budget but also community priorities. Have they changed? If so, can they be met 
through continuing contracts or do we look at bringing those services into the Town? 
 
We may want to consider increased attention in law enforcement on community policing, 
code enforcement, substance abuse, speeding and campus safety. (I’ve learned there are 
strong steps that can be taken to mitigate risk at our schools.)   
 
We’ve had very tragic incidents recently. They appear to be anomalies rather than trends… 
that is for experts to determine. However, pedestrian and overall street safety is drawing 
concern as a more consistent problem, not only locally but across Arizona. EVIT driver ed for 
all ages and the posse could assist.   
 
We can work with MCSO to create contracts that address community priorities. Even with the 
increases, comparisons show that FH is being served at a lower cost than most 
municipalities. A FH police force is financially out of reach.   
 
Unlike law enforcement, the Rural Metro contract is only for personnel, making an in-house 
department available for discussion. We will view any changes with an eye on future costs… 
which now are about average… and possible changes in service needs. Districts, fees and 
subscriptions are not likely remedies. 
 
Recognizing that public safety is our #1 responsibility, thoughtful fact-driven consideration of 
options is always appropriate.  
 
My hope would be for citizen involvement in this vital review.  
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